25X1A

. Approved Fér Riidadd BodufaBIbas eﬁaﬁégis\z'.ﬂ%mam M)/
o INFORMAYIOR REPORT  cowo. /%gg

TOUNTIRY T Selwador DATE DISTR. 29 wer £2
SUBJECT  Conmunist Activities ir El Salvador NO. OF PAGES 2

25X1A NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)

LACE
COUIRED

SUPPLEMENT TC

Jacinto Castellanos Rivas, s Salvudoran, has returned to Salivador, following
2 lengthy periocd of residence in llexico. Prior t. his departure from Salvador
in 1944, he had been involved in political aetivity and displayed narked
leftist tendancies a&s an associate o Pedro Geoffroy Rivas, an active Commu--
nist and director of the newspaper i Tribuna. Geoffroy was subsesuently
exiled to Guatesala in July 1945, and since that period has spent “iae in
“fexico and Costa Rica.

. . . R . 25X1A
According te inforuation recelvedm, Castellenos was repis-
tered for the 1945 term at the Jorkers' University of Lexice. Thi:s univere

sity was inamgurated in 1936 and was described as "s tool or vehicle which
is used by Viecente Lo:bardo Toledanc as a convenlent source of funcs through
government subsidies and & front for his various aetivities." In suly 1247,
Castellunos was listed as a subseriber to Lspana Popular, the official
paper of the Spanish Comwunist Pacty in exico,

1. Since his retur: to Salvador, Castellanos has found e ployment witi: the
Jribupa Libre, and an orticle which appecred in that newspaper, with his oy-
iine. was cistinctly anti~American and pointedly critical of Unitec Stetest
business -ractices. Two mebers of the Cowurist Party of Kl Salvador,
Gilberto Lera and Vietor . Guirola, nave identified Castellanos ac a 1ilesly
cardidate for an important nosition in the local Communist Farty, tut os
yet neither Casteliancs nor the Party ha . beer disposed to wake the opening
nove. Both Lara and Guircla say that they have infornation that Crstellancs
#as a tetbor of the Perty in Vexico and that he contributed considervable =ffort
to Party matters in that conntry.
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Recently invitabi-us were sssued to & cross-vection of Salvadoran colitleal,
professional, labor, and intellectusl figures to attend 2 neeting «f a
Pro-Peace Congress sponsorad by the (omite de Reorgenizacion Cbrers Sindlsal
{or08), The first indiceticn of Castellancs! activity in Comsunist affairs
since his retiwen fron lexicen was brocght to light in connection with this
scheduled rceting by the faet that his name was used on the invitutions a3

a supporter of the :weezing. liowever, despite issuance of the invitations, the
qeeting was abruptly sencelled by CRUS leuders vhen they becare convinced
that there was a good possibllity thet the government would use this open
display of Con urist activity as an excuse ror wholesale arrests and llqule
Gotion of leftists ir EL Sslvador. Flans for the Congress nave not been

no wielely abandoned, and when the atmospher: appesrs more propiticus they
hore to procecd with their original rroject.
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